Module Title: Legal Research and Methods
Credit Points: 05 ECTS 7/ 10 UK credits

Overview:

The aim of this module is to inculcate in the learner advanced research and writing skills. The module
will initially focus on various research methodologies which can be employed when conducting
research. It will also impart to learners the ability to conduct such research by developing an
awareness of research tools such as bibliographic and referencing software. Furthermore, the module
will foster within learners the ability to write excellent legal prose with style, precision and accuracy.

Aims (To provide learners with):

= provide learners with an introduction to research skills and research methodology such that
they appreciate the range of available sources and methodologies and can use and apply
them to a legal problem

= enable the learners to acquire confidence in exploring their research ideas and the skill to
formulate a research proposal.

= introduce learners to supervisory and research guidance.

= provide learners with the skills to research and to write up a dissertation and/or research
paper, following guidance regarding presentation, word limit and time scales.

= introduce learners to computer techniques and packages for preparing and

= presenting assignments, for research and presentations.

Module Content
= |egal Writing
o What is good legal writing?
0 Referencing and citation
0 Understanding plagiarism
o Grammar
= Research Fundamentals
0 Understanding research
The contribution which research can make
Quialitative versus quantative research
Ethical considerations of research
Developing a research question
Preparing a research proposal
Managing time
Understanding the role of the supervisor
= Introduction to Theoretical Frameworks
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o0 Positivist analysis

0 Law and economics analysis
o0 Interdisciplinary analysis

0 Postmodernist analysis

0 Feminist analysis

o Critical legal analysis
= Research Methodologies
o Doctrinal legal research
o0 Comparative research
0 Empirical research
0 Socio-legal research
o0 Internal/external critique
= Research Methods
o Databases
0 Fieldwork
0 Interviews
0 Surveys
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Assessment methods
25% Assignment
25% Presentation
50% Assignment



